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INTRODUCTION 


The committee wishes to express its appreciation for assistance in 
the preparation of this report to Georgetown University, its faculty 
and to the group of experts from various parts of the U nited States 
who cooperated with the university. The record of hearings of the 
committee, together with individual sworn depositions from eye- 
witnesses, documents, exhibits and other authoritative evidence 
formed the basis for this report. 

The purpose of this report is to telescope the essentials of the 
history of Armenia and its people; including the period of Communist 
takeover and occupation of that nation. It is hoped that this report 
will help the American people to understand better the nations and 
people enslaved by communism and thereby to more fully appreciate 
the true nature, tactics and final objectives of the criminal conspiracy 
of world communism. 








COMMUNIST TAKEOVER AND OCCUPATION OF 
ARMENIA 





HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


The Armenians belong to the Dinaric group of the Alpine stock of 
the white race; their language is a branch of the Indo-European 
linguistic family. Historical Armenia comprised the area between 
Georgia and Azerbaijan in the north, Asia Minor in the west; northern 
Syria. and Mesopotamia in the south, and Persia and the C aspian Sea 
in the east. Civilized existence began early in this territory, contem- 
poraneously with the ancient Babylonians, Hittites, and Assyrians, 
from as early as the 15th century B. C. In the 9th century B. C. 
most of Armenia was unified in the powerful State of Urartu, implaca- 
ble enemy of Assyria. The linguistics of Urartu, known to us from 
numerous cuneiform inscriptions of its kings, indicate their kinship 
with the Georgians. In the 7th century B. C., however, Urartu was 
invaded and subjugated by a people of Indo-European linguistic 
affiliation, coming from the west of Asia Minor. The fusion of these 
two elements, Urartian and Indo-European, resulted in the Armenian 
nation. 

Armenia became in time a part of the Persian Empire of Cyrus and 
Darius; it then was conquered by Alexander the Great and was ruled 
by his successors, the Seleucids. After the defeat of the Seleucids by 
Rome in 189-8 B. C., two independent kingdoms arose in Armenia. 
Soon the larger one, under the Artaxiad dynasty, not only subdued 
the other, but under one of its kings, Tigranes the Great (c. 95-56 
B. C.), expanded to form a short-lived empire containing a great 
part of the Near East. In 66 B. C., however, Tigranes, defeated by 
the Romans, had to accept Roman suzerainty. Subsequently, 
Armenia, like the rest of Caucasia, became an apple of discord between 
the Romans (and their Byzantine successors) and the Persians. The 
cultural, national, and political individuality of the people was pre- 
served thanks to the equipoise between the two imperial neighbors. 
That national individuality was strengthened with Armenia’s con- 
version to Christianity some time in the second half of the third, or 
at the beginning of the fourth, century. 

It was in the course of the Roman-Persian struggle that Armenia 
was divided, at the end of the fourth century, between Rome and 
Persia; and had its monarchy abolished in 428. After that, the 
Persian part of Armenia was administered by presiding princes, 
appointed by the Persian emperors from among the local feudal 
princes; whereas the Roman part of the country became a province of 
the Empire. The Arabs, establishing their Islamic Empire in the 
seventh century, conquered Persia and became, instead, overlords of 
Armenia, while recognizing its autonomy. For a time, Armenia 
continued to be a battlefield between the Arabs and Byzantines and 
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suffered terrible devastations and decline. But in the eighth and 
ninth centuries, the Arab caliphate began to decline in its turn, and the 
Byzantines were occupied elsewhere. Armenia thus entered into a 
phase of renaissance under the leadership of one of its princely dvnas- 
ties, the Bagratids (Bagratuni). The Bagratids soon monopolized 
the office of presiding prince, and then, in 885, restored the Armenian 
monarchy (in abeyance since 428). 

The Bagratid restoration opened a brilliant period of cultural 
splendor and economic prosperity. But it was marked by political 
weakness. Soon Armenia became divided into several kingdoms and 
principalities. Then, in the eleventh century, the Byzantines felt 
powerful enough to interfere in Armenia. By ruse and by force, 
they destroyed, one by one, the Armenian kingdoms, reducing the 
country to a Byzantine province. In doing so, they destroyed a 
potential buffer state and soon had to repent of this. The Seljuk 
Turks moving westward out of the depths of Asia invaded Armenia 
and inflicted a terrible defeat on the Byzantines at Mantzikert in 
1071. After that Armenia was theirs and Asia Minor about to become 
theirs also. 

But Armenia showed a remarkable power of recuperation and sur- 
vival. The Armenian nobles and peasants migrated to Cilicia (in the 
northeastern corner of the Mediterranean Sea) and there founded the 
Kingdom of Little Armenia, which played a great role in the Crusades. 
It was only in 1375 that, after a heroic struggle, the Kingdom of Little 
Armenia was conquered by the Moslem Mamelukes of Egypt and 
the King, Leo VI de Lusignan, led captive to Cairo. This marks the 
end of Armenia's political history, but not the end of the Armenian 
people. A number of Armenians and of their feudal houses survived 
in Caucasia under the aegis of the Kingdom of Georgia. But the rank 
and file fell ultimately under the heavy hand of Ottoman domination. 

The extreme sufferings of the Armenian people under the cruel 
regime of the Ottoman Empire failed, however, to crush their spirit 
and their determination to fight for freedom and for a better future. 
But all their attempts at revolt were mercilessly suppressed by the 
Turkish armed forces. In the 19th century, particularly, the term 
‘Armenian atrocities’? became a household word all over the world. 
ut, in spite of all this, the struggle for freedom, driven underground, 
continued relentlessly. 

Among the revolutionary groups which were particularly active in 
this unde erground struggle with Turkish oppression, the most important 
role be longed to the Armenian Revolutionary Federation, the so- 
called Dashnak Party, founded in 1890. This party finally succeeded 
in rallying to its banner all the smaller revolutionary and freedom- 
loving Armenian groups and became the most popular, best disci- 
plined, and strongest political organization among the Armenians. 
This prestige has been maintained by it to this day. Beginning with 
the early 1890’s, the Dashnak Party directed the struggle for Arme- 
nian national freedom until the creation in 1918 of the Independent 
Republic of Armenia. 
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THE ARMENIANS AND WORLD WAR I 


Having already decided to aline themselves with the Central 
Allies—Germany, Austro-Hungary, and Italy—at the outset of the 
war, the Turks made a proposition to the Armenians. — planned 
to incite an insurrection of the Caucasian peoples—the Georgians and 
the Tartars—to harass the rear of the Russian armies in case war 
broke out; and they wanted the Armenians of Turkey to win over 
their kinsmen of the Caucasus and join in the insurrection. In return 
for this service they offered the Armenians an autonomous state con- 
sisting of Kars, the Province of Erivan, a part of Elizabetpol, the 
Provinces of Van and Bitlis, and a fragment of the Province of Erzer- 
um. The Armenians of Turkey were to form volunteer legions who 
were to proceed to the Caucasus to join in the general Trans-caucasian 
uprising. 

These propositions were submitted to the Armenian Revolutionary 
Federation which, in August of 1914, was holding its Eighth Quadren- 
nial Convention in Erzerum. In categorically rejecting this offer, 
the Federation pointed out to the Turks the needlessness and the 
unwisdom of joining the war, the risk of Turkey’s probable partition 
in case of an Allied victory, and the superlative advantages of neu- 
trality. They further pointed out that they had no jurisdiction over 
their brothers of the Caucasus whose sympathies clearly were with 
the Russians. As far as they were concerned, they assured the Turks, 
in case Turkey entered the war, that as loyal citizens they would do 
their full duty in the defense of the Turkish fatherland. As to forming 
volunteer legions and inciting an uprising in the Caucasus, they posi- 
tively rejected the idea. The Turks regarded this stand as treason 
against the Government. On October 31, 1914, the Young Turk 
Government took the fatal step of declaring war on Russia and her 
allies. 

Taking advantage of the war, when European intervention was 
out of the question, the Turks decided now to settle the Armenian 
question once and forever by exterminating the entire Armenian 
people. The twin culprits—Talaat Pasha, Minister of Interior, and 
Enver Pasha, Minister of War—vowed that they would accomplish 
in one season what Sultan Abdul Hamid had been unable to accomplish 
in his entire reign. On one occasion Talaat openly boasted: ‘We 
will give the Armenians such a body blow that they will not recover 
for 50 years.’ And that was precisely what the Turks did. 

That the Turkish deportations of 1915—the attempted extermine- 
tion of an entire people—was a deliberate act of the Turkish Govern- 
ment has clearly been proved by the published directives of the 
Turkish Government, issued to the provincial governors and com- 
manding officers of the army. 

When it had become perfectly obvious that the Turkish Govern- 
ment was out to exterminate them, the Armenians took up arms and 
defended themselves in a number of localities. 

All these valiant stands were organized and directed by the 
Armenian Revolutionary Federation. The survivors of the deporta- 
tions, mostly those from the city of Van, numbering in the tens of 
thousands, retreated to the shelter of the Caucasus where, having 
joined their kinsmen, they formed the core of what later became the 
Independent Republic of Armenia. 
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THE INDEPENDENT REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA 


At the outbreak of the war Count Vorontzov-Dashkov, Viceroy 
of Caucasus, made a dramatic appeal to the Armenians. If the Arme- 
nians would support the Russian armies against the common enemy, 
Russia would reward their loyalty by creating for them an autono- 
mous state from the Turkish Armenian provinces. The Tzar gave 
similar assurances to the Armenian katholikos, Gevorg V, during his 
official visit to Tiflis in November 1914. Similar promises, as later 
developed, were given to the Armenians by the Allied Powers. On 
the strength of these promises, the Armenians, unaware of the secret 
treaty of London in 1916, threw themselves wholeheartedly on the 
side of the Allied cause. The secret Treaty of London provided, in 
case of victory, for the partition of Turkey among the signatories, 
without mentioning the Armenians. 

After the downfall of the Tzarist regime on April 27, 1917, the pro- 
visional government under Alexander Kerensky nullified the former 
edict and proclaimed the Armenian provinces an autonomous state 
until the final settlement at the Peace Conference. This period was 
used by the Armenians in rebuilding and rehabilitating the ruined 
country. 

Armenian affairs took another bad turn with the advent of the 
Bolsheviks. The October revolution overthrew the provisional gov- 
ernment, and on November 7 the two Bolshevik leaders, Lenin and 
Trotsky, took over. Two months later Russia was proclaimed a 
Republic of Workers, Soldiers, and Peasants’ Soviets. Under the 
slogan of “bread and land,’’ Lenin now recalled the Russian armies 
from all fronts. 

Upon the retirement of the Russian armies, the task of defending 
the front was left now to the local peoples—the Armenians, Georgians, 
and the Azeris—all of whom refused to recognize the Soviet and 
created a separate administration of their own called the Confedera- 
tion of Transcaucasia. The Transcaucasian Diet, consisting of repre- 
sentatives of these three peoples, was the Executive Council of the 
Confederation. 

The Transcaucasian Diet found it difficult to continue the war. 
After the retirement of the Russians, the hastily organized national 
divisions were hardly enough for the defense of the front. The 
collapse of the state machinery following the Russian withdrawal, the 
lack of money and supplies, and the handicaps of communication and 
transportation had paralyzed the war machine. 

On December 5, 1917, the Transcaucasian government succeeded 
in concluding an armistice with the Turks, but soon, having brought 
fresh reinforcements from the western front, the Turks broke the 
armistice and resumed the war. 

The new peace conference opened on May 11 in Batum. 

In the midst of peace negotiations, the Turks resumed the offensive 
and, having occupied Alexandropol, started to push to the north and 
the southeast. This was the most crucial period of the war for the 
Armenians. Deserted by the Russians, with not a solitary combat 
contingent from the Allies to help them, the Armenians now had to 
fight for their very lives. If the Turks won, it would mean their 
certain end the same fate which they had meted out to the Arme- 
nians of Turkey. It was a last-ditch fight and the Armenians made 
their stand. 
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Fighting with a ferocity born of desperation, the Armenians halted 
the Turkish advance in three decisive battles. These engagements 
took place between May 23 and 28 at Karakilisseh, Bash Abaran, and 
Sardarapat. General Nazarbekian, the commander in chief, directed 
the first battle; the second was commanded by General Dro, and the 
third was led by General Silikian. The Battle of Sardarapat, in 
particular, was the most stubborn and bloody, very costly to the 
Turks. Its victory elated the Armenians and raised their militant 
spirit. General Silikian now gave the order to march on Alexandropol 
when news arrived from Batum that peace had been signed and the 
war was over. 

Simultaneous with these engagements, the Turks were desperately 
trying to enforce their harsh terms before the outcome of the battle, 
if possible. 

On May 26 the Turkish delegation presented its ultimatum. The 
same day in Tiflis, at a session of the Diet, the Georgian representative 
proposed a resolution whereby the Diet would be dissolved, thus 
putting an end to the Transcaucasian Confederation. At the same 
time the Georgian National Council declared the independence of 
Georgia. Azerbaijan followed suit the next day. Under the cireum- 
stances, on May 28, the Armenian National Council declared Armenia 
an independent republic. 

The Peace Treaty of Batum between Turkey and Armenia was 
signed on June 4, 1918—the first international act which Armenia 
signed as an independent state. Turkey was the first power to recog- 
nize Armenia’s independence. 


ORDER OUT OF CHAOS 


The leaders of the newly created republic now embarked on the 
colossal task of reconstruction. ‘To start with, they had inherited 
nothing from the Russian Empire. There was no organized adminis- 
trative machinery, no capital, no means of transportation, no trained 
experts for the three branches of government. It was a country of 
ruins, crowded with thousands of refugees, communications with the 
outside world wholly cut off, the food supply almost exhausted, and 
the specter of the famine and the epidemic hovering over the land. 
Kachaznuni, the first Premier of Armenia, in his maiden speech before 
the Parliment, described the situation in the following picturesque 
words: 

The Government has not one connecting link with the past. It has not sue- 
ceeded to a former government so that it could continue its labors. It has 
inherited no administrative machinery. It has to start from scratch. It must 
create everything from a heap of ruins and absolute chaos. The Government 
has found the country in a condition which best can be described by one word— 
catastrophic, 

The Armenian National Council, which, after the dissolution of the 
Diet had declared itself the supreme governing body of the Armenian 
provinces, established itself in Erivan, and assumed the functions of 
the first legislative body under the title of “Council of Armenia.” 
Armenia was declared a republic after the European pattern. The 
Chairman of the Council was also the President of the Republic. 
The final draft of the constitution was postponed to a constitutional 
assembly, which was to convene at the end of the war. 
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Fortunately, the war soon ended, and Armenia commenced her 
rapid regeneration in the latter part of 1918. The Turkish troops 
vacated their oce upied positions and the boundaries of Armenia were 
enlarged somewhat. Then came the influx of refugees and food from 
the outside world. America in particular played a saving role in 
those tragic days. On May 20, 1920, the first American ship, loaded 
with 2,000 tons of flour, arrived in Batum; a week later, another ship 
came into port with 10,000 tons of the same commodities. Other 
ships followed regularly, bearing food supplies, clothing, and medicine. 
The greater part of these goods was sent by the Near East Relief, 
the American Red Cross, and other charitable organizations; the re- 
mainder was sent by the American Relief Administration. 

One year after its founding, Armenia already was an organized 
state, equipped with an efficient administrative machinery. A large 
number of nations recognized her independence and exchanged dip- 
lomatic representatives. A delegation of the Armenian Government 
proceeded to Paris to take part in the Peace Conference. 

On January 19, 1920, the Allied Supreme Council recognized 
Armenia’s independence and her de facto government, with the pro- 
vision, however, that such recognition did not predetermine the 
question of that state’s future boundaries. 

The creation of the independent republic was the signal of a patriotic 
wave, rallying Armenians from all corners of the world—Russia, the 
Balkans, Europe, America, Egypt, Persia, and India—all of whom 
poured in their voluntary contributions to rebuild the fatherland. 
The American Armenians alone raised a sum of $2 million. 

Simultaneously, as Mr. B. Navassardian testified: 

The Armenian Republic was recognized * * * by the United States Govern- 
ment, in a communication addressed by the Secretary of State, Bainbridge Colby, 
to the Armenian Minister Plenipotentiary in Washington, Dr. Armen Paster- 
madjian, on April 23, 1920. 

The Armenians of Egypt founded a special fund for an Armenian 
air force, and the Melkonian brothers era their entire wealth of 


nearly $10 million for the needs of Armenia. <A “gold fund” designed 
to establish Armenia’s monetary system was supported with exemplary 
zeal. A $20 million loan, floated for government needs, was likewise 


generously supported by all Armenians. 

Presently, there was a great homecoming of Armenians from all 
parts of the world, bringing with them capital and machinery with 
which to develop industry and agriculture. Then followed an influx 
of Armenian intellectuals—professors, doctors, engineers, agronomists, 
economists, writers, artists, and specialists—whose presence helped 
transform Armenia within a short period. 

The next question was the final determination of Armenia’s boun- 
daries, namely, the annexation of Turkish Armenia, and the Republic’s 
recognition as a de jure state, a matter which depended largely upon 
the future treaty between Turkey and the Allies. 

President Wilson, an ardent champion of international cooperation, 
and author of the League of Nations, was inclined toward an American 
protectorate over Armenia. The Allies welcomed and supported this 
plan, meanwhile trying to tie up the final solution with decisions which 
the American President was to render and which, unfortunately, were 
unduly de ‘layed. 
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In January of 1919, the Big Four—England, the United States, 
France, and Italy—drafted a general formula defining the Allied war 
aims, which included the following paragraph concerning the fate of 
subject races of the Turkish Empire: 

Because of the historic misgovernment of the Turks of their subject peoples 
and the terrible massacres of the Armenians and others in recent years, the Allied 
and Associated Powers are agreed that Armenia, Syria, Mesopotamia, and Arabia 
must be completely severed from the Turkish Empire. 

The peace treaty with Turkey, delayed for 16-months, was signed 
at Sevres on August 10, 1920. It was during this interval of 16 
months that the nationalist movement of Mustafa Kemal, actively 
supported by France, Italy, and Soviet Russia, became a power to 
contend with. 

As a de jure government, Armenia was represented at the Sevres 
Conference and was a signatory of the treaty through its delegation, 
headed by Avetis Aharonian. The Sevres Treaty was the climactic 
act of a long and bloody struggle for Armenia’s emancipation, as well 
as the reward of Armenian contribution to the Allied war effort. 
The Sevres Treaty contained the following articles pertaining to 
Armenia: 

ArtTIcLe 88. Turkey recognizes Armenia as already organized by the Allied 
Powers, as a free, independent state. 

ARTICLE 89. Turkey and Armenia, as well as the other High Contracting Parties, 
agree to submit to the arbitration of the President of the United States the de- 
termination of the boundary between Turkey and Armenia, in the provinces of 
Erzeroum, Trebizond, Van and Bitlis, and to accept his decision, as well as other 
conditions that may be prescribed by him relative to access of Armenia to the 
sea and relative to the demilitarization of the Ottoman territory adjacent to said 
boundary. 


THE ARMENIAN QUESTION IS SHELVED 


The Treaty of Sevres, however, was never destined to be enforced. 
Subsequent events made its ratification by the powers impossible. 
The Kemalist movement, vitalized by the mutual rivalries of the 
powers and with the Soviet’s active support, not only killed it, but 
frustrated all the Allied plans concerning the Near East. Searcely 1 
month after the signing of the Sevres Treaty, in September of 1920, 
Kemalist Turkey in collaboration with the Soviet attacked the Re- 
public of Armenia. Unaided by the Allied Powers, and unable to 
resist the combined Turco-Soviet assault, after a valiant defense, 
Armenia succumbed on December 2, 1920. 


HOW THE SOVIET WRECKED THE INDEPENDENT REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA 


“The external enemies of Armenia,”’ writes Simon Vratzian, the man 
who was Prime Minister in the days of the destruction of the Inde- 
pendent Republic of Armenia, ‘were the Bolsheviks and the Turks, 
and of these two the Bolsheviks must be ranked first, because without 
the encouregement and the active support of Soviet Russia, Kemalist 
Turkey would never have dared attack Armenia.” 

Although “champions” of small, oppressed peoples and professed 
advocates of the principle of national self-determination— there was 
a time when Lenin demanded the immediate withdrawal of Russian 
occupational armies and the outright independence of Ukraine, Fin- 
land, and Armenia—liberation and independence of enslaved peoples, 
as later events have proved, was never the supreme ideal of the Bol- 
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sheviks. In the opinion of the Bolshevik historian Borian, the thing 
which mattered most to Lenin was never Armenia or the Armenians 
but the advancement of the Bolshevik revolution. “To Lenin,” 
Borian writes, “the Armenian question was but a means to an end.” 
In the interests of the “world revolution” little nations like the 
Armenians counted for nothing. The principal obstacle to the ex- 
tension of the revolution was chiefly British imperialism. The Soviet 
objective, therefore, was the destruction of British imperialism in the 
Kast. ‘ 

The Turco-Soviet rapprochement, which later was to culminate in 
an alliance, was started immediately upon Turkey’s defeat in the war 
and the expulsion of Ittihadist leaders, the party which had alined 
Turkey with the Central Powers and which had engineered the 
Armenian deportations. 

Among the Ittihadist leaders who escaped from Istanbul were: 
Enver, Talaat, and Jemal Pashas, Dr. Nazim, Behaeddin Shakir, 
Bedry Bey, Dr. Rusukhi, Jemal Azmi, Dr. Fuad, and others, all 
notorious executioners of the Armenians. Later, these were joined 
by smaller luminaries such as Kutchuk Talaat, Khalil Pasha, Javid 
Bey, and others. This company arrived in Berlin at about the time 
of Germany’s defeat. Here, in cooperation with Moslem agents who 
had filtered into Germany from all parts of the world during the war, 
they founded a Pan-Islam revolutionary organization called “The 
Union of Islam Revolutionaries” with the express aim of defending 
the interests of Turkey. 

The first Bolshevik to contact these Turks was Karl Radek, who 
at the time was in Berlin at the behest of the Soviet Government, and 
an agreement was reached to transfer the headquarters of the Moslem 
Union to Russia. The Turks promised to refrain from inciting the 
Moslem elements of Russia against the Soviet Government and to 
concentrate their effort against Britain. In return, the Bolsheviks 
promised them full moral and material support. 

These negotiations took place at the end of 1918, and by the be- 
ginning of the following year, Turco-Soviet cooperation already was 
an accomplished fact. Ittihadist leaders slowly found their way to 
Moscow oat soon after, they were joined by their confederates who 
had taken refuge in Caucasus, The Caucasus had become a center 
of Turkish activity immediately after the conclusion of the Brest 
Litovsk Treaty. Here was located the Islamic army of Nuri Pasha 
which the Armenian forces fought off during the critical 5 months 
when they held the important oil center of Baku. It was here that 
the Soviets organized and equipped the Islam army of Khalil Pasha 
which later joined the forces of Mustafa Kemal in his attack on 
Armenia. 

Early in 1920 a delegation from Mustafa Kemal arrived in Baku 
for the purpose of contacting the Soviet Government. In the ensuing 
negotiations between Moscow and Ankara, the basis of a cordial agree- 
ment was ame one of the results of which was the formation of an 
Islamic army in Baku under Khalil Pasha. On July 20, Khalil pro- 
ceeded from toaraa to Baku where he was given a royal reception 
by the Bolshevik authorities. The Soviet Government provided the 
entire cost of the Islamic army—arms, munitions, uniforms, and sup- 
plies down to the quartermaster corps. Volunteers and Turkish 
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prisoners , assembled from all parts of Russia, Crimea, Kazan, Ufa, 
and Turkestan, were trained and whipped into an effective fighting 
force under Khalil’s command. 

Turco-Soviet collaboration was further cemented at the Congress 
of the Eastern Peoples, presided over by Zinoviev, the great Gom- 
munist leader, which convened in August 1920 in Bs ku, at the invita- 
tion of the Executive Committee of the Third International. The 
Congress was attended by Enver and Khalil, and a special delegation 
of Mustafa Kemal, together with Islamic delegations from India, 
Afghanistan, Dutch Indies, Africa, and many eastern regions. The 
battle cry was putting an end to the colonial empires of tke great 
powers, especially England, by calling a revolt of the eastern peoples 
under the leadership of the Third International. One of the resolu- 
tions of the Congress was the re pudiation of the Sevres Treaty which 
had just been signed by Armenia, Turkey, and the powers. 

A ‘voluminous amount of literature on Turco-Soviet collaboration 
has been published by the Bolsheviks, the Turks, and neutral sources, 
but the most authentic of them all are the confessions of Ittihadist 
agents themselves which were unfolded in the famous Ankara trials 
of 1926 before the Turkish Independent Court. 

The confessions of Kutchuk Talaat, Navim Jevad, Azmi Bey, and 
Kiazim Karabekir at the Ankara trials left no doubt of the close co- 
operation between Turkey and the Soviet in the conspiracy to over- 
throw the Independent Republic of Armenia. 


THE ROLE OF ARMENIAN COMMUNISTS 


Until 1919 Communists in Armenia were almost negligible. A few 
instructors at the Religious Seminary of Etchmiadzin, the seat of 
the Armenian Katholikos, a sprinkling of professors at the University 
of Erivan which was founded in 1920, some misguided students, and 
a few railroad workers were just about the sum total of Communists 
in Armenia. Comparatively speaking, there were more Armenian 
Communists in Tiflis and Baku, as well as in Russia, but the influence 
these exerted on Armenian national life was negligible. Communism 
at this time was wholly alien to the social needs of the Armenian people 
and was abhorrent to their intellectual and spiritual makeup. 

After the October revolution of 1917, the Soviet Commissariat of 
Nationalities created an adjunct called the Armenian Division which 
was headed by an Armenian renegade named Avanesoy, a notorious 
Bolshevik at the time. 

The Bolsheviks first appeared in Armenia at the end of 1918, 
following the persecution of the Communists in Georgia and Azer- 
baijan. These fugitives were tolerated by the Armenian Government 
provided they refrained from any antigovernmental activity. 

In September of 1919 the pees of the SSR Transcaucasian 
Regional Committee held a secret meeting in Erivan in which they 
formulated a. basic policy for the country and created a central execu- 
tive body which was called Armenkom (Armenian Committee of the 
Communist Party). 

In January of 1920 the Armenkom held a conference in Erivan. 
An idea of the purpose of this conference is gained by the following 
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testimony of A. Hovanissian, executive secretary of the Armenian 
Communist Party at the time: 

The sovietization of Armenia was mandatory for the Armenkom. The secret 
conference of Armenian Communist organizations, which took place in January 
1920, in Erivan, adopted a thesis in the sense that, wpon the approach of the Red 
army, and in the event of the sovietization of neighboring republics, the sovietiza- 
tion of Armenia would be the first question on the agenda. The Armenkom pre- 
sumed that the neighboring regions of Kazakh and Karabagh would serve as focal 
points to spring the revolution. 

Having decided on the forcible overthrow of the Government, the 
Armenkom now kept in touch with the Russians through the Trans- 
caucasian Regional Committee which, from its headquarters in Tiflis, 
supplied it with funds, literature, instructions, and field workers. The 
Armenian Communists impatiently awaited the arrival of the Russian 
Army to raise the banner of rebellion against the free and independent 
Government of Armenia. Inside the country, they carried on an 
intensive antigovernmental propaganda, incited intraracial passions, 
sabotaged the Government’s reconstruction effort, and took advantage 
of every occasion to weaken the state machinery and to discredit the 
Government in the eyes of the public. Outside of the country, they 
promoted hostility to the Armenian Republic and its leaders through 
lies and slander, not even stopping at outright cooperation with the 
enemies of the Armenian people. 


THE MAY UPRISING 


On May 1 a telegram from Baku, signed by Orjonikidze, Kirov, 
\ekhanoshin, and Levandovsky, representing the Russian Eleventh 
Army, gave the Armenian Government a 24-hour time limit in which 
to stop all military operations in Soviet Azerbaijan, and to withdraw 
all troops from the Azerbaijan border. 

As a matter of fact, there were no military operations in Azerbaijan 
at this time. What actually was happening was the contest in 
Karabagh. The population of Karabagh, overwhelmingly Armenian, 
had refused to recognize the Soviet Government of Azerbaijan and 
wanted to join Armenia. The contest had been fought out between 
the Turkish Gen. Khalil Pasha and the Armenian General Dro, and 
at the time of Azerbaijan’s sovietization almost the whole of Karabagh 
was controlled by the Armenians. 

In the midst of May Day celebrations, the Communists of Alexan- 
dropol, taking advantage of the Government’s tolerant policy, staged 
a demonstration against the Government and issued a pro-Soviet 
manifesto. 

Following these events, there were disturbances in other parts of 
Armenia, such as Kars, Sarikamish, Beyazit, Basar Kechar, and 
Dilijan, all hotbeds of Russian and Turkish malcontents. 

Faced with open rebellion, the Government was forced to resort to 
force. 

As Dr. R. Darbinian testified: 

* * * in May 1920, we had a Communist rebellion, a Communist uprising there 
(Armenia), a Communist organized May Day * * * our Government had to put 
down this Bolshevik uprising and we arrested many of them. 
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On May 14 the insurgents surrendered and within a few weeks, the 
outbreaks in other parts of the country were quelled. In this action 
the sympathy of the overwhelming majority of the Armenian people 
was with their Government. All political parties of Armenia de- 
nounced the Communist uprising as an act of treason to the father- 
land. 

Coming at a time of the newly created Republic’s most critical 
period, however, the May uprising was a serious blow to the task of 
reconstruction. 

THE CHANTH DELEGATION 


During the May uprising, the Government of Armenia sent a 
delegation to Moscow, headed by the distinguished Armenian writer 
and at the time Vice Speaker of the Armenian Parliament, Mr. Levon 
Chanth, to conclude a peace treaty with the Soviet based on the 
following conditions essential to Armenia: 

(a) Recognition of the independence of Armenia and inclusion of 
Armenian-populated regions of Karabagh and Gulistan within the 
boundary of Armenia. 

(b) Acceptance, at least in principle, of the annexation of the 
Turkish Armenian provinces to Armenia. 

(c) A promise of noninterference in the internal affairs of Armenia, 
including Communist propaganda and underground activity. 

(7) Permission for the return of Armenian refugees residing at 
the time in northern Caucasus and Russia. 

The Soviets agreed to these conditions and the peace treaty was 
about to be signed when suddenly the negotiations came to a halt. 
Another delegation consisting of Armenian and Azeri Communists, 
headed by Anastas Mikoyan and Avis Nurijanian, prevailed upon 
Chicherin and Karakhan to transfer the negotiations to Erivan. 
Their object was, by procrastinating the treaty, to hasten the arrival 
of the Russian Army into Armenia, and thus to render the sovietization 
of Armenia inevitable. The Soviet Government appointed Legran 
as its plenipotentiary to continue the interrupted negotiations in 
Erivan. 

Meanwhile, on July 5, divisions of the Eleventh Red Army invaded 
Armenia in the regions of Zangezur and Karabagh. A fortnight later 
the Red Army attacked Armenia from the direction of Kazakh. 
Armenia was now caught between twin pincers from the north and the 
east. As General Dro testified: 

They (the Russians) had an understanding with General Karabekir who was 
the leader of the Turkish Army, the commander. They instigated this army to 
attack Armenia from the south. The Soviet Russian armies attacked at two 
points from the northeast and the north. 

Weakened by the May uprising and the ensuing civil war, repelled 
by the Russian armies, and desirous of putting an end to the useless 
bloodshed, the Armenian Government now appealed to Moscow’s 
mediation, and on August 10 a temporary truce was signed whereby 
the Armenian-populated regions of Zangezur, Karabagh, and Nak- 
hichevan were ceded to Communist Azerbaijan, which by this time 
had already become a Soviet Republic. On the same day the Treaty 
of Sevres was signed in Paris. 
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THE ARMENO-TURKISH WAR 


While the Government of the Independent Republic was busy with 
the Soviet armies and the ensuing negotiations, Mustafa Kemal was 
preparing to attack Armenia. The only question was the timing. 
Kiazim Karabekir Pasha, the commander of the Eastern Army, 
wanted to attack at once, while Mustafa Kemal and Ismet Pasha 
demurred. The latter demanded the Kiazim Karabekir lead his divi- 
sions against the Greek Army, which, at the time, had invaded 
Anatolia. 

In September, Kiazim Karabekir left for Ankara personally to per- 
suade Mustafa Kemal of the necessity of attacking Armenia at once. 
His task was further facilitated by the news of signing the Sevres 
Treaty. Meanwhile, Khalil Pasha’s Islamic Army from Baku, loaded 
with Soviet gold, already had arrived at Erzerum to reinforce the 
invading army. Thereupon Ankara yielded and gave Kiazim Kara- 
bekir the green light. On September 23 the Turkish Army invaded 
Armenia, and the forces of the Armenian Republic, slim as they were, 
had to fight on two fronts; against the Red armies to the north, and 
the Turkish forces in the south and southwest. It was under these 
conditions, where Armenia was militarily in an impossible position 
that Legran arrived ‘‘accompanied by over 40 counselors’’ and loaded 
with stacks of propaganda literature. The very next day he presented 
the Soviet terms. These were: (1) Armenia should renounce the 
Treaty of Sevres; (2) Armenia should give the Soviet troops free 
passage through Armenia to join Mustafa Kemal’s army in his fight 
against the Allies; and (3) the Soviets would mediate in Armenia’s 
disputes with her neighbors concerning the boundaries. 

The Government of Armenia categorically rejected the first point 
but agreed to discuss the others. 

However, the commanding and cardinal consideration of the day 
was the fighting on the fronts. From the north was the mighty Red 
army, while on the south Communist propagandists had infiltrated 
the Armenian Army and were issuing proclamations to Armenian 
soldiers calling upon them not to fight the Turks. One of these read: 

Armenian soldier, when you see the Turk advancing do not fire upon him. 
He is your brother, your fellow worker. 

On those fronts where the soldiers had not been exposed to Com- 
munist subversion, they fought stubbornly and long but, hopelessly 
outnumbered, they were forced to yield ground. 

On the other hand Armenia received no aid from the outside world. 
The West was innocent of any knowledge of the Communist world 
threat. 

By the end of November the Turkish forces were at the gates of 
Erivan and Karabekir was threatening to occupy the entire country. 

This is what the Soviet “negotiators” in Erivan were waiting for. 
However, despite the military « -atastrophe, the Armenian Government 
worked out a treaty which, although accepting the sovietization of 
Armenia—as the only alternative to new massacres and the complete 
physical destruction of the Armenian people—was far from an abject 
surrender. In fact, under the conditions, the terms of the treaty 
were the best possible. They stipulated: , 

Armenia was proclaimed an Independent Soviet Socialist 
government. 
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(2) Pending the calling of a congress of the soviets of Armenia, a 
temporary military revolutionary committee would take over the 
Government of Armenia. 

(3) The Soviet Government of Russia would accept the indisputable 
admission into the boundaries of the Armenian Soviet Socialist 
Republic the following regions: The Province of Erivan, a part of the 
Province of Kars, the region of Zangezur in the Province of Ganzak 
as defined by the boundary of August 10, and parts of the Province 
of Tiflis which were under Armenia’s rule on September 28, 1920. 

(4) The command of the Armenian Army would not be persecuted 
for any anti-Communist acts previous to the sovietization of Armenia. 

(5) The members of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation and 
other socialist parties would not be subject. to persecution for their 
membership in these parties, nor would they be persecuted for their 
fight against the Communist Party prior to sovietization of Armenia. 

(6) The Military Revolutionary Committee would consist of 5 
members appointed by the Communist Party and 2 leftist Dashnak 
approved by the Communists. 

(7) The Soviet Government of Russia would take immediate steps 
to furnish the necessary military forces for the consolidation and 
defense of the Armenian Socialist Soviet Republic. 

(8) After the signing of the agreement, the Government of the 
Armenian Republic would withdraw, and until the coming of the 
Revolutionary Committee, a military command headed by General 
Dro with the participation of Comrade Silin of the R.S. F.S. R. would 
take over. 

This treaty was signed in Erivan on December 2, 1920, by General 
Dro and Derderian on behalf of the Armenian Republic and Legran 
on behalf of the R. S. F. S. R. As B. Navassardian testified this 
treaty “will be found in the volume entitled ‘Collection of Valid 
Treaties’ ”’ published by the Soviet Commissariat of Foreign Affairs, 
in Leningrad, in 1922. 


ARMENIA UNDER SOVIET RULE 


Despite the fact that the loss of independence—in its genuine form— 
was received with deep misgivings by the Armenian people, however, 
the elimination of the immediate and real threat of total annihilation 
from military invasion from all sides caused a temporary wave of 
hope that “the Great Russian brothers’? would bring an era of com- 
parative peace to Armenia. This hope was dashed to smithers in a 
matter of weeks. As General Dro testified, referring to the December 
2 treaty which the Soviets had signed with Armenia and which they 
considered a valid treaty, “they trampled everything underfoot.”’ 

This is how the Communist historian Borian describes the Red take- 
over of Armenia: 

The Revolutionary Committee started a series of indiscriminate seizures and 
confiscations, without regard to class, and without taking into account the general 
economic and psychological state of the peasantry. Devoid of revolutionary 
planning, and executed with needless brutality, these confiscations were unor- 
ganized and promiscuous. Unattended by disciplinary machinery, without pre- 
liminary propaganda of enlightenment, and with utter disregard of the country’s 
unusually distressing condition, the Revolutionary Committee issued its orders, 
nationalizing the food supply of the cities and the peasantry. With amazing 
recklessness and unconcern, they seized and nationalized everything—military 
uniforms, artisans’ tools, rice mills, water mills, barbers’ implements, beehives, 
linen, household furniture, and livestock. 
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And to quote General Dro’s testimony: 


After they (the Soviets) took over Armenia, with a brutality and persecution 
characteristic of the Middle Ages, the clergymen of Armenia, the intellectuals, 
the Dashnaks, the former members of the Government were thrown into prisons 
by the Communists, where the slaughtering of these people was started. 

And on the diplomatic front the Russian Soviet Government, which 
according to the treaty of December 2, 1920, was to accept ‘the in- 
disputable admission into the boundaries of the Armenian 8. S. R.”’ a 
number of territorial regions, ceded not only those territories but much 
more to Turkey. As Ambassador James W. Gerard states: 

Then, on March 16, 1921, the Bolsheviks entered into a treaty with Kemal, 
whereby they ceded to Turkey a part of the Armenian Republic; two other parts 
to Azerbaijan and the remainder, labeled ‘Soviet Armenia,’’ they annexed to 
Russia. They also repudiated the Wilson award to Armenia, and proclaimed that 
Armenia had no case against Turkey, 

Not satisfied with selling these Armenian lands in Moscow, the 
Russian Soviet Government undertook to have the new Communist 
government of Soviet Armenia sign a treaty similarly ceding these 
territories. Indeed, on October 13, 1921, an identical treaty was 
signed at Kars between the Kemalist government of Turkey and the 
Communist government of Armenia. By these treaties Soviet Mos- 
cow reduced Armenia from 29,000 square miles, which it had been as 
an independent Armenia, to 11,580 which it is today as a soviet 
component of the U.S. S. R. 


THE FEBRUARY REVOLT 


The cruel excesses committed by the Communists after their take- 
over of Armenia on December 2, 1920, brought about a reaction which 
remains unique in the annals of modern history. The Armenian 
people rebelled and actually not only drove out of the country the 
Communist authorities and military forces but reestablished their 
independence. This is graphically told by the son of the former Prime 
Minister of Great Britain Lord Stanley Baldwin, Sir Oliver Baldwin. 
in the latter’s book “Six Prisons and Two Revolutions.”’ 

And as Mr. Charles testified: 

The Armenian Revolutionary Federation was at that time in the midst of a 
battle against the Communist forces which had already been in the country but 
were in the process of being driven out in February of 1921. 

Actually, on February 18, 1921, indignant citizens and peasants, 
armed with whatever weapons they could muster, rallied to Erivan 
and stormed the central prison where, only the day before, a number 
of prisoners had been pole-axed and preparations made to massacre 
the remainder, drove out the Communist government, and reestab- 
lished the former democratic republic. This was the first and only 
instance in Soviet history when an outraged people rebelled against 
the Soviet and restored its independence. It was an elemental out- 
burst, born of incomprehensible abuse, brutality, and desperation. 
The uprising was not a plot or a conspiracy. It was neither planned 
nor organized. However, after it was unleashed, foreseeing the disas- 
trous consequences of a land in chaos, the leaders of the Armenian 
Revolutionary Federation (Dashnaks) took charge of the movement, 
organized the new Government, and restored order. 
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Upon the reorganization of the independent Republic, Prime Minis- 
ter Simon Vratzian appealed to the free world to help in maintaining 
Armenia free and out of the Soviet orbit. However, his plea remained 
unanswered, and by August of 1921 with the return of overwhelming 
Communist forces, all Armenian military resistance came to an end, 
and the Sovietization of Armenia became final. 

However the February revolt had not been completely in vain. To 
those who think that resistance to brute force is futile and a waste of 
blood, it must be pointed out that when the Communists returned 
they had orders from Lenin himself to be more circumspect and to 
treat with more consideration a people that was ready to fight and 
die for its rights. 

LIFE UNDER SOVIET RULE 


Life in Armenia, ever since the Soviets took over, has followed the 
pattern of all those countries which have been enslaved by com- 
munism. First there was a physical elimination of entire classes of 
intellectuals, anti-Communist political groups, and genuine workers 
and peasants. The next step was the liquidation of the clergy. 
Hundreds of Armenian priests were sent into exile or brutally mur- 
dered. Churches were converted into clubs or government depots. 
On the night of April 6, 1938, two Chekists broke into the rectory of 
the Holy See of the Armenian Church at Etchmiadzin and strangled 
to death the Katholikos, Khoren Muradbekian, and threw his body 
out of the window into the yard below. ‘To this day it is not known 
where the Katholikos was finally buried. 

The recurring waves of purges of writers, intellectuals, professors, 
historians, ete., affected not only the anti-Communist intellegentsia, 
but those writers and leaders who had been the most devout apostles 
of the new regime. The mention of one name will indicate the fate 
that befell all. 

Yeghise Charentz, one of the most brilliant poets of modern Arme- 
nian literature, had been carried away by the slogans of the revolution 
and had believed that with sovietization Armenia would enjoy the 
dawn of peace, justice, and a new cultural and artistic life. However, 
Charentz was one of the hundreds who had an early and abrupt 
awakening. 

The evidence of this is contained in a poem that carries a masterfully 
conceived secret code. The poem is entitled ‘“Message,”’ but on 
reading there is no trace of a message in its lines. The message was 
discovered by taking the second letter of each line and reading ver- 
tically from top to bottom. Thus constituted it read: “O, Armenian 
people, your only salvation is in your collective strength.” The 
Communists, who breed on the disruptions and dissensions they sow 
among the people they conquer, jailed Charentz for this poem. He 
died in prison. And so did numberless men of science, the arts, 
government, the church, and others, who preferred to serve the 
Armenian people rather than their Communist masters. 

Since 1921 the most intense Communist propaganda has been 
directed against Armenian nationalism. The Soviet Armenian 
press, the Erivan radio broadcasts, the pronouncements of Communist 
leaders in Armenia and Moscow, have evidenced that no means or 
measures were spared to eradicate the Armenians’ love for their 
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traditions, culture, history, and freedom. Superficially the Commu- 
nists have pretended to permit a flowering in the study of Armenian 
culture. The Erivan University, schools and various cultural insti- 
tutions in Armenia are pointed out as evidence of this fact. However, 
their fundamental principle ‘‘nationalist in form but socialist in con- 
tent” gives away the secret that the usage of the Armenian language, 
“history” and institutions is permitted only as a simpler means to 
propagate communism and sovietism. 

For over 30 years now not a month will go by without the most acid 
criticism, especially in the Soviet Armenian press, of “bourgeois- 
nationalism, decadent glorification of the past, and Dasnak ideology.” 
And yet all radical measures, all the ruthless persecution the Soviets 
have exerted, seem to have been in vain, since a Ay date there are 
statements on the highest level, including U. S. S. R. Vice Premier 
Anastas Mikoyan, testifying that love of ‘ insstionalany is as strong 
as ever. 

[It is on this count that the new Secretary General of the Armenian 
Communist Party, Tovmassian, criticized the former administration, 
the writers, the intellectuals of Soviet Armenia, in his report to the 
17th Party Congress held in Erivan in mid-February 1953. Tov- 
massian stated inter alia: 

We cannot forget that we are not insured against the penetration of bourgeois 
reactionary and in particular against the penetration of Dashnag ideology. 

He had the same criticism for most of the Soviet Armenian poets, 
novelists, dramatists, satirists, and film directors. 

One does not have to go to anti-Communist authorities. And 
even cursory perusal of exclusively Soviet sources will show beyond 
a shadow of a doubt that the Armenian nation in Soviet enslavement, 
even though passively yet irrefutedly strives for unadulterated 
national culture, sincere and equal cooperation with other nations, 
and true state sovereignty and freedom, 

Patriotic Armenians of the world regard the Soviet ideology as a 
foreign importation which was imposed upon the people of Armenia 
against their will. They regard the Soviet as a tyranny which was 
forced on Armenia, They look upon the Soviet as the chief obstacle 
on the path of Armenia’s liberation. They regard the Soviet as a 
world evil, a destroyer of human freedoms, and a menace to 
world peace. 











